Bracknell Forest Minority Alliance Meeting

held at Fitzwilliam House, Skimped Hill Lane, Bracknell

on Tuesday 17 March 2009 at 7 pm

Minutes
Martin Gilman (BFVA) MG | + Zack Anucha (African & Caribbean | ZA | -
Org)
Hassen Boodoo (BICS) HB | + Tayo Owodunni (UNI) TO |-
Daisy Bret-Holt (Berks Filipino DBH | - Assila Bibi Tegally (BICS) ABT | +
Assoc)
Dilip Ladwa (ASP) DL |+ Judy English (BFVA) JE |+
Chris Cowap (BFVA) CC |+ Mohamed Riaz (BICS — Chair) MR | -
Raman Patel (ICAB) RP | + Durga Ramjali (Sandhurst DR |-
Nepalese Community)
Val Hoskins (People in Harmony) VH |-
Present (+) Absent (-)
Action

Welcome and Apologies | DL opened the meeting. Apologies were received from ZA, DR,

DBH and VH.
Minutes of last meeting These were accepted as correct. There were no matters arising.
and Matters Arising
Finance Deferred to next meeting.
BHM 2009 Deferred to next meeting in ZA’s absence.
AGM feedback Very positive feedback from a successful event. CC commented

that a representative from the Travellers community attended.

MG commented that another open meeting would be useful and | RP?

DL asked if something could be written for the Bracknell

Standard.
BFMA leaflet After some discussion DL proposed that any changes to the

leaflet regarding colour, logo, pictures and wording should be

submitted to him by Tuesday 24 March. All
Midas Minius Driving CC said there has been difficulty in getting names for the training
Course update sessions. MG said that CC will book a week day date and a | CC

Saturday and the places would then be filled on a first come, first
served basis.

Funding strategy/bids

e MG reported that Tayo Owodunni’s report incorrectly said
that BFMA was a front line organisation. BFVA has an
excellent relationship with Berkshire Community Foundation
and Carole Allen will always help with applications. The
Basis Big Lottery bid was successful and provides funding
for a full-time Funding Advice Worker and a share in a
Procurement and Commissioning person. Capacity Builders
have recommended that Bracknell Forest and Wokingham




submit a joint bid for an Equality Team to provide a workers
specifically for minority, faith and traveller communities.

e (CC pointed out that Grassroots money needs to be used or it
will be lost and it was important for the groups to put in
applications. She will put forward some suggestions for
using this money for the groups to consider.

CC
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Change of name and
bank account signatories

DL agreed to take the Lloyds TSB form for ZA to complete and
would then return this to JE. DL and HB signed the required
areas at the meeting.

DL

11

Revising the Constitution

The issue of the change of name has been dealt with the CC/JE
will send out the amended constitution for comments regarding
the aims and objectives. DL requested that comments be
returned to him by Tuesday 31 March.

All
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Any Other Business

e (CC explained that she had spoken to Rani of the South East
England Faith Forum (SEEFF) that a bid had been submitted
for the faith forum and she had sent this out to all the groups.

e HB raised the issue of the Prevention of Violent Extremism
(PVE) strategy being targeted at muslims and he felt that it
was important for BFMA groups to be aware of the situation.
So far BICS has had two meetings with PVE.

e DL asked if anyone had put information in the Bracknell
Standard in the local groups/events section.

e RP asked if other groups would be interested writing a
‘Thought for the Day’ for the Bracknell News. This appears
once every 2/3 months.

¢ MG said that the annual evaluation would be sent out shortly
and asked if responses could be returned promptly.

e CC pointed out that the CYP monitoring was also taking
place and asked if ABT and RP would respond regarding
their children’s groups.

e VCS Conference will be taking place on Thursday 21 May
and MG said that although he knew that mid-week dates
were difficult it would be appreciated if everyone could try to
attend. This will be 9.30 till 2 pm, with lunch at one so is
basically a half day event.

e DL reported that he had attended the UNI meeting where it
was explained that UNI wanted to set up as a charity and felt
it was unclear how they would be able to represent people.

e DL commented that the BFMA has been working fairly
steadily and that now is the time to move on becoming more
visible and more active. ABT suggested the possibility of
adopting a cause to support. DL said that more suggestions
are needed and MG pointed out that it is important for the
groups to respond when information is sent out. It is also
important to encourage more members from other minorities.

e (CC distributed the action plan for discussion and will also
issue this by email.

All

CC/JE
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Date of next meeting

Wednesday 6 May 2009 at 7 pm at Fitzwilliam House




